
7th Grade United States History 1946-Present Day

In 7th Grade students will continue their journey through the history of the United States. This course will delve into the history of
the United States through multiple cultural lenses. Students will investigate major events in United States and World history that have
affected the world we live in today. The course is divided into 5 units in which students expand their historical understanding of
defining moments (social, political, scientific, technological, economic, philosophical, religious, and aesthetic) that have influenced
and shaped the United States over the last 90 years. The units are designed to develop student awareness of the diversity and
complexity of the ever-changing United States experience as well as the influence of the world on the United States development and
United States influence on the world. Students will engage in activities that include compare/contrast analysis, identifying patterns
(movement of people, goods, services, geography), cause and effect relationships (people, government systems, and environment).
Learning will engage multiple modalities including inquiry learning, investigations of primary sources, and interpreting charts,
graphs and maps. 
 
7th Grade American History Scope and Sequence
Unit Time

Span
K-8 Missouri Learning Strands Addressed
Understands
History Continuity
and Change

Understands
Governmental
Systems and
Principles

Understands
Geographical Study

Understands
Economic Concepts

Understands
People, Groups
and Cultures

1945-1960 5
weeks

X X X X X
1960-1980 7

weeks
X X X X X

1980’s 7
weeks

X X X X X
1990’s 9

weeks
X X X X X

2000’s 8
weeks

X X X X X



Unit 1: After WWII (1945-1960)

Missouri Learning Standards

6-8.AH.3.PC.D Evaluate laws, events, and perspectives to determine the extent to which individuals and groups could participate in and realize the promise of American ideals.
6-8.AH.1.CC.B B. Explain connections between historical context and peoples’ perspectives at the time in American history.
6-8.AH.1.CC.D D. Using an inquiry lens, develop compelling questions about American history to determine helpful resources and consider multiple points of views represented in the resources.
6-8.GEO.2.CC.D Debate the development of and issues surrounding border disputes. 

Social Justice Standards/Teaching Tolerance Anti-Bias Framework

Justice 12 JU.6-8.12 I can recognize and describe unfairness and injustice in many forms including attitudes, speech, behaviors, practices and laws.
Justice 13 JU.6-8.13 I am aware that biased words and behaviors and unjust practices, laws and institutions limit the rights and freedoms of people based on their identity groups.
Justice 15 JU.6-8.15 I know about some of the people, groups and events in social justice history and about the beliefs and ideas that influenced them.

Learning Goal: 
Students can
demonstrate
their knowledge
and
understanding
of the political,
social and
economic
changes from
1945-1960.

Innovating: Students apply knowledge, skills and concepts to other curricular areas. Students go beyond the expectation.

Meeting: Students can demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of the political, social and economic changes from 1945-1960. To demonstrate their knowledge and
understanding, students may:

● Students will use the tools of social science inquiry (such as surveys, statistics, maps, documents)
● Students will understand the cause/effect relationship within government policy and the roles of citizens
● Students will understand the differences between policy and function of American Government and other world governments
● Students evaluate the causes of the Korean using multiple resources..
● Students examine government policies during and after the Korean War affected the different groups of people

Approaching: Students can demonstrate their understanding of basic unit concepts and vocabulary (such as the Marshall Plan, Jim Crow, Cold War, Racism, White Supremacy,
Integration, Civil Rights, Brown v Board of Education. Tuskegee Airmen, The Tuskegee Study and others), and how they relate to the essential goals of the 1945-1960 unit.

Beginning: Students can demonstrate that they know basic vocabulary and concepts related to the essential goals of the 1945-1960 Unit. 

Targets:  
● Students can analyze US government policies and the effect they had on other world governments to explain how economic and political conflicts occur. (ex. Marshall Plan, Truman Doctrine,

Weapons of mass destruction, Integrating armed forces, Domestic terrorism toward Black Americans, Double V campaign)
● Students can define and explain the types of governments in the world during the Cold War era. 
● Students understand the responsibilities of people (including Black Americans, Asian Americans, Latin X Americans, women citizens) and how they have changed pre-WWII and post WWII..

(McCarthy Era, Paul and Esse Robeson, Alice Childress, and Lorraine Hansberry, Jim Crow Era, Executive Order 9981, Elijah Muhhamad and the Nation of Islam). 
● Students can identify, and compare the effect of government laws and policies upon diverse groups within the U.S. (such as Brown v Board of Ed, Montgomery Bus Boycotts, Women’s Right

Movement, NAACP, Black Americans (Great Migration), Asian Americans, Latin X Americans, Women, local communities and others)
● Students can identify, list and explain aspects of the Korean War (leading to, during and post) by examining multiple perspectives from different resources. (MacArthur, Anti-War movements,

reunification of Korea today, Korean perspectives, defined as Military Action/war powers act, UN)
● Students can read and interpret government actions (ex. Walter McCarran Act) to understand how different groups of people were affected.
● Students can identify, examine and explain the Cultural, Political, and Technological contributions of different groups of people in the 1940’s and 50’s. (such as James Baldwin, John H Johnson,

Claudette Colvin/Rosa Parks, Langston Hughes, Miles Davis, Chuck Berry, Lena Horne, Billie Holliday, local individuals/organizations and others)

Essential Questions:
What is our responsibility as citizens of the United States?
How has the United States government adapted to the ever-changing needs and ideas of the people and the political climate of the world?
How does the United States government compare with other forms of government?
What are the long lasting effects of conflict/war?
How does conflict/war change politics?



Unit 2: 1960-1980

Missouri Learning Standards

6-8.AH.1.CC.D D. Using an inquiry lens, develop compelling questions about American history to determine helpful resources and consider multiple points of views represented in the resources.            
6-8.GEO.2.CC.D Debate the development of and issues surrounding border disputes. 
6-8.AH.1.CC.B B. Explain connections between historical context and peoples’ perspectives at the time in American history.
6-8.AH.5.PC.A Determine the impact of the ideas contained in major speeches, literature, music, and writings from diverse individuals on the perspectives of American people, groups and
movements.
6-8.AH.1.PC.B Using an American history lens, examine the origins and impact of social structures and stratification on societies and relationships between people.
6-8.AH.5.PC.C Analyze the evolution of the women’s movement to trace its continued development and evaluate its impact.

Social Justice Standards/Teaching Tolerance Anti-Bias Framework 

Diversity 7 DI.6-8.7 I can accurately and respectfully describe ways that people (including myself) are like and different from each other and others in their identity groups.
Diversity 10 DI.6-8.10 I can explain how the way groups of people are treated today, and the way they have been treated in the past, shapes their group identity and culture.
Justice 12 JU.6-8.12 I can recognize and describe unfairness and injustice in many forms including attitudes, speech, behaviors, practices and laws.
Justice 13 JU.6-8.13 I am aware that biased words and behaviors and unjust practices, laws and institutions limit the rights and freedoms of people based on their identity groups.

Learning
Goal: 
Students can
demonstrate
their knowledge
and
understanding of
the political,
social and
economic
changes from
1960-1980.

Innovating: Students apply knowledge, skills and concepts to other curricular areas. Students go beyond the expectation.

Meeting: Students can demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of the political, social and economic changes from 1960-1980. To demonstrate their knowledge and
understanding, students may:

● Examine various resources to understand the threat of Communism on diverse groups of Americans.
● Understand the causes and effects of the Cold War.
● Understand the relationship between government policy and economics.
● Understand how government policies affect culture.
● Understand how citizens can influence change
● Identify and understand the historic, political and societal impacts of the Vietnam War.
● Understand the economic changes during the 1960’s and 70’s.

Approaching: Students can demonstrate their understanding of basic unit concepts and vocabulary (such as Communism, Cold War, Nationalism, allies, NATO, containment,
imperialism, Racism, White Supremacy, Civil Rights and postcolonialism) and how they relate to the essential goals of the 1960’s-1980 Unit.

Beginning: Students can demonstrate that they know basic vocabulary and concepts related to the essential goals of the 1960’s-1908 Unit. 

Targets:  

● Students can identify, list and explain aspects of the Cold War (leading to, during and post) by examining multiple perspectives from different resources. (Allies to frenemies impetus for the Cuban Missile Crisis/Space
Race, Possible destruction of world/domino effect/political ideology, effects on everyday life)

● Students can identify, research and explain the experiences of individuals, organizations, groups and terms that affected change in government policies and culture.(such as Inflation,  Fred Hampton, Bobby Seale, Bobby
Rush, Huey Newton, Black Panthers, Shirley Chisholm, John Lewis, Abby Hoffman, Bayard Rustin, COINTELPRO, J. Edgar Hoover,  Andrew Young, Anti-War Movement, Malcolm X, SNCC, Julian Bond, Ralph
Abernathy, Nina Simone, Harry Belafonte, Gloria Steinham, Diane Nash, Coretta Scott King, Katherine Johnson, Rachel Carson/Silent Spring, Audubon Society, Counter Culture, Woodstock, Summer of Love 68,
Chicago Convention 68, Stonewall, Harvey Milk, Richie Havens, Occupation of Alcatraz, Occupation of Wounded Knee, Alex Haley, AIM, Jimi Hendrix, Peter, Paul and Mary, Bob Dylan, Neil Young, JFK, Nixon,
Johnson, Goldwater, RFK, Agnew, Castro, Khrushcev, Berlin War, Idi Amin, local individuals/organizations and others)

● Students  can identify and explain the causes and effects of the Vietnam War (such as Pentagon Papers, Colonialism,Cambodia and others)
● Students can identify and explain different aspects of the Vietnams War by examining multiple perspectives from different sources. (such as Guerilla Warfare, draft, Protest, music, anti-war movement, return of Vets and

treatment, Kent State shooting, Agent Orange, inflation, Vietnam Memorial, economic disparity and the draft, Vietnam Refugees
● Students understand Watergate and the impact it had on the government and society. (Woodward and Bernstein) (impeachment) (pardons)

Essential Questions:
What are the long lasting effects of Vietnam and the Cold War?
How did the culture shift during this time period?
How did government policies influence culture?
What were the effects of the Watergate scandal?



Unit 3: 1980’s

Missouri Learning Standards

6-8.AH.3.PC.E Analyze the artistic and intellectual achievements of Americans to provide evidence of an emerging American identity.
6-8.AH.5.PC.A Determine the impact of the ideas contained in major speeches, literature, music, and writings from diverse individuals on the perspectives of American people, groups and movements.
6-8.GEO.2.PC.B Explain how groups and institutions of a place develop to meet peoples’ needs.
6-8.AH.1.CC.B B. Explain connections between historical context and peoples’ perspectives at the time in American history.
6-8.AH.1.CC.D D. Using an inquiry lens, develop compelling questions about American history to determine helpful resources and consider multiple points of views represented in the resources.            
6-8.GEO.2.CC.D Debate the development of and issues surrounding border disputes. 
6-8.AH.5.PC.A Determine the impact of the ideas contained in major speeches, literature, music, and writings from diverse individuals on the perspectives of American people, groups and
movements.
6-8.AH.1.PC.B Using an American history lens, examine the origins and impact of social structures and stratification on societies and relationships between people.

Social Justice Standards/Teaching Tolerance Anti-Bias Framework

Diversity 10 DI.6-8.10 I can explain how the way groups of people are treated today, and the way they have been treated in the past, shapes their group identity and culture.
Justice 12 JU.6-8.12 I can recognize and describe unfairness and injustice in many forms including attitudes, speech, behaviors, practices and laws.
Justice 13 JU.6-8.13 I am aware that biased words and behaviors and unjust practices, laws and institutions limit the rights and freedoms of people based on their identity groups.

Learning Goal:
Students can
demonstrate
their knowledge
and
understanding of
the political,
social and
economic
changes in the
1980’s.

Innovating: Students apply knowledge, skills and concepts to other curricular areas. Students go beyond the expectation.

Meeting: Students can demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of the political, social and economic changes in the 1980’s. To demonstrate their knowledge and understanding, students may:
● Examine and understand how government policies impact culture, the economy and foreign policy in the 1980’s
● Read, interpret and evaluate primary and secondary sources  to understand multiple perspectives of different groups of citizens in the 1980’s.
● Examine the beliefs of different cultures during the 1980’s to understand how people, groups and institutions developed in different ways.

Approaching: Students can demonstrate their understanding of basic unit concepts and vocabulary (such as Star Wars, trickle down economics), and how they relate to the essential goals of the1980’s unit

Beginning: Students can demonstrate that they know basic vocabulary and concepts related to the essential goals of the 1980’s unit. 

Targets:  
● Students can identify the government policies enacted in the 1980s and how they affected society (such as trickle down economics, recession, smaller government, 1987 stock market crash, Reagan revolution, war on

drugs, Iran-Contra affair, nuclear arms reduction treaty, Strategic Defense Initiative (“Star Wars”), relations with Libya, )
● Students can identify, research and explain the cultural, technological political contributions of different groups of people in the 1980’s. (such as Bryant Gumbel (first black host of Today); Michael Jackson; Alice Walker and

The Color Purple;  Guion S. Bluford, Jr. first black man in space;  Vanessa Williams crowned Miss America; MLK Day becomes a federal holiday,The Cosby Show; Jesse Jackson, BET Robert H Johnson, Oprah Winfrey, Dr. Ben
Carson, Don King, Carl Lewis, Dr. Benjamin Chavis, Harold Washington, L. Douglas Wilder, David Dinkins, Ron Brown, Gwendolyn Brooks, Challenger and Ronald McNair, Sugar Ray Leonard, AIDs epidemic,Microsoft, local
individuals/organizations and others)

● Students  can analyze how the United States global role changed the cultural interactions of the United States and their interactions with the world.
● Students can explain the influence of the United States on the fall of the Berlin Wall and how the fall thawed the Cold War.

Essential Questions:
How did politics change during this time period?
What were the effects of the changing economy during this time?
What was the impact of the fall of the Berlin Wall?
Who are the significant people of this time period and how did they contribute to the change in culture?



Unit 5:  1990’s

Missouri Learning Standards

6-8.AH.3.PC.E Analyze the artistic and intellectual achievements of Americans to provide evidence of an emerging American identity.
6-8.AH.5.PC.A Determine the impact of the ideas contained in major speeches, literature, music, and writings from diverse individuals on the perspectives of American people, groups and movements.
6-8.GEO.2.PC.B Explain how groups and institutions of a place develop to meet peoples’ needs.
6-8.AH.1.CC.B B. Explain connections between historical context and peoples’ perspectives at the time in American history.
6-8.AH.1.CC.D D. Using an inquiry lens, develop compelling questions about American history to determine helpful resources and consider multiple points of views represented in the resources.            
6-8.GEO.2.CC.D Debate the development of and issues surrounding border disputes. 
6-8.AH.5.PC.A Determine the impact of the ideas contained in major speeches, literature, music, and writings from diverse individuals on the perspectives of American people, groups and
movements.
6-8.AH.1.PC.B Using an American history lens, examine the origins and impact of social structures and stratification on societies and relationships between people.

Social Justice Standards/Teaching Tolerance Anti-Bias Framework 

Justice 12 JU.6-8.12 I can recognize and describe unfairness and injustice in many forms including attitudes, speech, behaviors, practices and laws.
Justice 13 JU.6-8.13 I am aware that biased words and behaviors and unjust practices, laws and institutions limit the rights and freedoms of people based on their identity groups.
Justice 14 JU.6-8.14 I know that all people (including myself ) have certain advantages and disadvantages in society based on who they are and where they were born.
Justice 15 JU.6-8.15 I know about some of the people, groups and events in social justice history and about the beliefs and ideas that influenced them. 

Learning Goal: Students
can demonstrate their
knowledge and
understanding of the
political, social and
economic changes in the
1990’s.

Innovating: Students apply knowledge, skills and concepts to other curricular areas. Students go beyond the expectation.

Meeting:Students can demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of the political, social and economic changes in the 1990’s. To demonstrate their knowledge and understanding, students
may:

● Identify basic human rights/civil rights for all people and the value and benefits of extending those rights throughout the world
● Understand the United States’ role as a world leader
● Understand the importance of education and awareness in eliminating hatred and discrimination
● Examine and identify how government policies influence in the 1990’s
● Understand how technology can change culture, economics, and politics
● Understand societal advancements and the environment.

Approaching: Students can demonstrate their understanding of basic unit concepts and vocabulary (Human rights, Civil Rights, genocide, discrimination, and inequality),
and how they relate to the essential goals of the 1990’s unit.

Beginning: Students can demonstrate that they know basic vocabulary and concepts related to the essential goals of the 1990’s unit.. 

Targets:  
● Students can identify and explain human rights/civil rights as well as identify and examine various violations within the United States and the world. (such as Bosnia, Rwanda,
● Students can explain how and why the United States influenced culture, economics and politics around the world.
● Students can identify, research and explain the cultural, technological and political contributions of different groups of people in the 1990’s. (such as internet; Tech; Rodney King; Clarence

Thomas; Mae Carol Jemison; Carol Moseley Braun; Freeman Robertson Bosley Jr.; Toni Morrison; Million Man March; George Walker; Wynton Marsalis; Tiger Woods; Serena Williams, local
individuals/organizations and others)

● Students examine and identify how government policies influence culture, economy and foreign relations in the 1990’s  (such as NAFTA, Madeline Albright, Budget Surplus, Clinton
impeachment, Apartheid, Desert Storm, Gulf War, OK City Bombing)

● Students can explain the advancements in technology (such as the internet, email, cell phones, PCs, dot matrix) and how they affected society and the economy.
● Students can analyze the effects of societal changes on the environment. (such as CFCs, global warming, An Inconvenient Truth)

Essential Questions:
What social, political and economic opportunities and problems arise from changes in technology?
How do government policies influence culture, economy, and foreign relations?
Who are the significant people of this time period and how did they contribute to the change in culture?
What role should human rights/civil rights play in the United States’ domestic and foreign policy decisions?



Unit 6: 2000’s

Missouri Learning Standards

6-8.GEO.2.EC.A Analyze resource availability to explain its causes and impacts on conflict or cooperation.           
6-8.GEO.2.CC.B Explain how forces of nature impact historic and current conflicts and cooperation.
6-8.GEO.2.CC.D Debate the development of and issues surrounding modern border disputes. 
6-8.AH.1.CC.B B. Explain connections between historical context and peoples’ perspectives at the time in American history.
6-8.AH.3.PC.E Analyze the artistic and intellectual achievements of Americans to provide evidence of an emerging American identity.
6-8.AH.5.PC.A Determine the impact of the ideas contained in major speeches, literature, music, and writings from diverse individuals on the perspectives of American people, groups and movements.
6-8.GEO.2.PC.B Explain how groups and institutions of a place develop to meet peoples’ needs.
6-8.AH.1.CC.D D. Using an inquiry lens, develop compelling questions about American history to determine helpful resources and consider multiple points of views represented in the resources.
6-8.AH.1.PC.B Using an American history lens, examine the origins and impact of social structures and stratification on societies and relationships between people.

Social Justice Standards/Teaching Tolerance Anti-Bias Framework 

Justice 13 JU.6-8.13 I am aware that biased words and behaviors and unjust practices, laws and institutions limit the rights and freedoms of people based on their identity groups.
Justice 14 JU.6-8.14 I know that all people (including myself ) have certain advantages and disadvantages in society based on who they are and where they were born.

Learning Goal:
Students can
demonstrate their
knowledge and
understanding of the
economic, political and
societal characteristics
of the 2000’s.

Innovating: Students apply knowledge, skills and concepts to other curricular areas. Students go beyond the expectation.

Meeting: Students can demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of the economic, political and societal characteristics of the 2000’s. To demonstrate their knowledge
and understanding, students will:

● Identify, research and explain contributions of different groups of people in the 2000’s.
● Understand the influence government policies had in the U.S during the 2000’s
● Examine the relationship between foreign policy, technological and scientific developments and economics
● Understand how nations work together for a common goal

Approaching: Students can demonstrate their understanding of basic unit concepts and vocabulary (such as Paris Agreement, Taliban,Pandemic, Nationalism, Patriotism,
Racism, Systemic Racism,  ) and how they relate to the essential goals of the 2000’s Unit.

Beginning: Students can demonstrate that they know basic vocabulary and concepts related to the essential goals of the 2000’s Unit. 

Targets:  
● Students can identify instances in which nations have worked together in support of one another (such as Coalition of the Willing, Paris Agreement, Iranian Nuclear Agreement)
● Students can understand the influence of economic and foreign relations on conflict and acts of terrorism in the 2000s. (such as 9/11, Taliban, Condoleza Rice, War on Terror and others)
● Students can explain the connection between technological and scientific advancements to economic development. (such as the Housing bubble and economic collapse, Social Media

creation, healthcare, Memes and others)
● Students can examine and identify how government policies influence culture, economy and foreign relations in the 2000’s (such as Pandemic Policies (effect in different communities)

Islamophobia, Patriot Act, same sex marriage, UN declarations for Persons of Disabilities, and Indigenous Peoples and others)
● Students can identify, research and explain the cultural, technological and political contributions of different groups of people in the 2000’s. (such as Halle Berry, Disney (Princess and the

Frog), Denzel Washington, Barack Obama, Judge Sonia Sotomayor, Colin Powell, Colin Kaepernick, Beyonce, Donald Trump, Joe Biden, Kamala Harris, Bernie Sanders, Charleston High
School (Morgan Freeman), Tyler Perry, George Floyd and other victims of police violence, BLM, far right and left political groups, Tea Party, United Nations, Vaccine development
Covid-19, local individuals/organizations and others)

Essential Questions:
How do countries around the world work together to help create a more perfect world?
How do we overcome fear and ignorance in terms of advancing human rights?
What significant government policy, people and events helped create change in this time period?
What do we have to do to ensure a better future?




